Understanding American Culture

A Free Professional Seminar and Luncheon
for Embassy Personnel

Knowing how Americans think and what they value, do, and know is vital to anyone working in an embassy in the United
States. This two-hour seminar, designed specifically for embassy personnel, explores typical American viewpoints on:

«Time - Athletics

+ Space « Finances

- Gender « Homes

- Race . Aging

- Food - Nationalities

« Family

« Religion ... and much, much more.

Understanding American Culture is a must-attend program for embassy personnel. It will explore the do’s and don'ts of
American etiquette and increase sensitivity to the ways Americans really speak, act, and think. This jam-packed and fun
program is chock full of the information you need most about the American mind and collective experience.

Participants of this free seminar will enjoy:

» A two-hour interactive seminar with an American college professor
« A greater understanding of and appreciation of American culture

* The opportunity to network with personnel of other embassies
 Program handouts

* Lunch

« A certificate of participation

Understanding American Culture will be facilitated by Laura Hills, M.A., a professor and administrator at Virginia Interna-
tional University. Professor Hills has published three books and hundreds of journal articles. She is also a seminar speaker,
consultant, and English as a Second Language instructor. She works with students from around the world every day to
help them increase their English language skills and their knowledge of American culture.

Date: Thursday, May 15, 2008

Seminar Time: 70:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
With luncheon immediately following the program

Location: Virginia International University, Waples Building
11200 Waples Mill Road, #360, Fairfax, VA 22030

How to Register: Registration for Understanding American Culture is limited. To reserve your place for your free seminar and
luncheon (and to receive driving or public transportation directions to the VIU campus), contact Ms. Christina Lavoie at
703-591-7042, ext. 318 or christina@viu.edu.

Understanding American Culture, A Free Seminar and Luncheon for Embassy Personnel is delivered as a community service
by Virginia International University’s Research and Development Institute’s Continuing Professional Education Series. For
more information about Virginia International University, we invite you to visit our website at www.viu.edu.




